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CHRISTOPHER ECCLESTON: Today is October 11, 2001. The time is 9:22 
AM. This is Christopher Eccleston of the New York City Fire Department. I am 
conducting an interview with the following individual...please state your name, rank, 
title, and assigned command area of the Fire Department of the City of New York 
regarding the events of September 11, 2001. 

BRIAN CIRILLO: — Brian Cirillo, EMT, Battalion 4, 5523. 

Q: Brian, did you respond to the World Trade disaster on September 11, 
2001? 

A: Yes I did. 

Q: En route to the alarm, what did you see? 

A En route to the alarm, I saw the first building had been hit by a plane and 
smoke was coming out of the top of the building. So I turned my vehicle around and 


went towards it. 


Q: So you were on your way home? 
A: Yes, correct. 
Q: Correct? So you were in your personal vehicle and you parked your 


vehicle and began to respond on foot? 
A: Correct. 
Q: Okay. Where did you park your car? 
A: I parked my car underneath, right outside the Battery Tunnel exit on the 


Manhattan side. 


Q: On arrival at the World Trade Center, did any civilians report anything to 
you? 

A: No civilians. A firefighter actually approached me and told me they were 
setting up triage across the street while I was in front of the building. And they told me 
they were sitting up triage across the street, so I went over there. 

Q: So whom did you report to when you arrived? 

A: When I went across the street, there was no real commander over there. 
There was a female Lieutenant over there, I never even got the name. She had a 


command board. We would just wait for anyone to come out. Anyone who needed any 


help. 

Q: Were you given a specific assignment? 

A: Not a specific assignment. We were to hold still and wait for the people to 
come out. 

Q: Were you asked to assist any specific units? 

A: No. 

Q: What was the exact location, to the best of your memory, of this staging 
area? 


A: In front of the American Express Building. Westside Highway, more 
towards the divider of the Westside Highway in front of that building? 

Q: Did you ever enter any of the buildings prior to their collapse? 

A: No, I got in front of the building and a firefighter had told me that they 


were setting up triage across the street, so I went over there. 


Q: Okay. Can you tell me what happened next? You were at this staging 
area, what happened after that? 

A: What happened next was we were waiting for people to come out, just 
trying to do whatever we could, just witnessing everything that was going on. People 
trying to get out of the buildings and people actually jumping out of the buildings. After 
maybe 20 minutes, 30 minutes that we were there, one of the buildings came down. 

Q: Where were you when the first building came down? 

A Same spot. Right in front of the AMEX building. 

Q: And who were you with? 

A I was with a group of EMTs and paramedics just waiting. No one really 
got anyone’s name. We just kind of waited, kind of shocked, not really talking that 
much. 

Q: What happened after the first building came down? 

A: The first building came down, we basically ran up Vesey street towards 
the water. I had to duck behind a car to protect myself from anything falling. Once the 
smoked cleared out a little bit, we got up and started looking for people. We found a few 
people and we set up another triage, I guess on North End. I forget what building, it 
wasn’t the Merril Lynch Building, it was the one on the opposite side. We were bringing 
people there, inside the building. It was still running, there was water there, there was a 
big open space that we could feel protected in. 

Q: Okay. 

A We were just going back and forth to the front of the building, trying to 


take anyone who needed any kind of help, bring them over there. 


Q: Okay. And you continued doing this... 

A: We continued doing that until I actually, what happened was, I started 
walking back. I got to pretty much the same spot I was before when we heard the other 
crash and the other building started coming down. And we had to do the same thing we 
did the first time, just take off. I wound up diving into the front of the AMEX building, 
which wasn’t great cover cause all the windows had blown out. But it was the first place 
we found. 

Q: Okay. Who were you with? At this point do you know who you were 
with? 

A: I believe around this time, the only man I remember being there, the only 
name I got was Chief Wells. I didn’t get anyone else. 

Q: Okay. Did you remove any injured civilians or members of the service? 

A: Yeah, after about 20 or 30 minutes of doing what we were doing, we had 
commandeered an ambulance that was sitting there. It was pretty much the only one still 
intact, and the keys happened to still be in it. We found two firemen and another civilian 
who suffered I guess, smoke inhalation and couldn’t breathe very well. We put them in 
there and tried to head uptown to the hospital. 

Q: And this was about what time? You said after the second tower went 
down? 

A: After the second tower went down. After the second tower went down, 
we continued looking, digging through whatever we could dig through. We looked in the 
AMEX building to see if anyone was left in there, went over to the front of the World 


Trade Building, pretty much all that was around us was firefighters. There still was a lot 


of smoke. Across the street happened to be a parking lot. The parking lot seemed to be 
pretty much on fire. Every car in there just looked like it was on fire. There was black 
smoke covering everything. So I couldn’t stay that long with no breathing devise. 
Looking for whoever we could find. We happened to find 2, 3. I think three. 

Q: So then you loaded them in an ambulance. Did you have a partner at that 
time? 

A: No, I didn’t have a partner. The chief who happened to be there with me 
said take them uptown, to the furthest hospital. Cause what was around was basically 
jam-packed. I did that. I dropped them off. At that time I asked them to flush my eyes 
out with saline solution, and I went back. 

Q: Okay. Did you know what time you got back...approximately? 

A: Approximately 2:00. 

Q: About two o’clock? 

A: Yeah. Give or take, you know.. 

Q: Okay, is there anything you would like to add to this, to the events that 
happened prior to 12 noon. 

A Prior tol2 noon? That was after the towers collapsed, no? 

Q: Correct. Well, the North Tower collapsed, which was the second tower at 
10:29. And then you said about 20 minutes later, so that would be a little bit before 11, 
you transported two patients. 

A: Yeah. Give or take, it might have been longer. Well, personally, it was just 


horrible. I felt helpless unfortunately, people who really needed the help were upstairs 


and we couldn’t get to them. It was a bad situation all around, I couldn’t do anything for 
anyone really. 
Q: Okay, thank you for doing this interview with me. This interview is 


concluded at 9:31 hours. The counter on the recorder is at 163. 


